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Acknowledging these major cities simply 
says that: 

1. These cities are the dominant forces of 
influence within children’s ministry, 

2. We have more knowledge and insight now 
than we did when they were built, and

3. We need to ask ourselves if these cities 
should remain the same influential forces in 
the future that they were in the past?
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Mom jeans are back!!!



RELEVANCE: rel·e·vance 

The quality or state of being 
closely connected or 

appropriate.
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Bible Lite Strategy isn’t necessarily 
inaccurate, but it is incomplete. It emphasizes 
values, morals or character from the Bible in a 

way that’s unrooted from the Gospel. 

Good character is not the goal of a Christian; 
it’s the byproduct of a life surrendered and 

cultivated in Jesus Christ. 
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Barna Group President

11% 
Resilient Disciples
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Informing our Future 
with Insight & Wisdom

Ed 
Stetzer  +
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“... a person’s worldview is 
primarily shaped and is firmly in 

place by the time someone 
reaches the age of 13 …”



We must begin with the assumption that 
our children are being overly exposed with 
worldly discipleship and underexposed 
with biblical discipleship.

- Darren Whitehead
 Pastor, Church of the City, Franklin, TN
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Lasting Faith (paired with faithfulness) 
is the primary motivation of 

Children’s Ministry. 



● Observing Jesus make disciples in the four Gospels
● 72 years of ministry impact and personal stories 

(qualitative)
● 9 Research projects commissioned by Awana, including 

one Barna Group study (quantitative and qualitative)
● Gathered research from other orgs: Lifeway, Fuller Youth 

Institute, Christian Smith, Barna Group and many others

What factors form lasting faith in kids?
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Child Discipleship is designed to form lasting 
faith by helping kids belong to God and his 
kingdom, believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior, and become like Jesus and walk in His 
ways through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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“No matter the source of hardship, the single 
most common factor for children who end 
up doing well is having the support of at 
least one stable and committed relationship 
with a parent, caregiver or other adult.”  

- Center on the Developing Child, 
Harvard University
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- Mental Health & Gen Z
Springtide Research Institute
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 “...moving from noticed to named to known.”  

- Mental Health & Gen Z
Springtide Research Institute
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If our primary investment in children, the most vulnerable 
among us, is in protecting and entertaining them, we will 
form within them a likely safe, yet fragile foundation. 
 
However, if our primary investment is in the most 
vulnerable among us, is in protecting and forming them, 
we will become craftsmen who shape a generation whose 
inner spiritual resilience is so compelling that future 
communities will gasp at their Christlike beauty.  
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