TALK TOGETHER

“N HAS SOMEONE EVER ASKED YOU

BEFORE TO DELIVER A SPECIAL MESSAGE?

YOU BEGIN HOW DID IT FEEL TO BE A
CHOSEN MESSENGER?

Hundreds of years after David served as king, a priest named Zechariah served in God's

temple. One day, an angel of the Lord shared some exciting news. Zechariah and his
wife, Elizabeth, would have a baby boy named John! He would be God'’s chosen
messenger to tell people about Jesus.

Zechariah struggled to believe the news the angel shared. Because he doubted God's
message, Gabriel said Zechariah would not be able to speak for a while.

Months later Elizabeth gave birth to a son, and her friends and family celebrated!
Zechariah still couldn’t talk, so he wrote the words “His name is John” on a tablet. As
soon as he did, a miracle happened! God allowed Zechariah to talk again! Let’s read
what he said in Luke 1:68-79.
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TALK TOGETHER

"BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, FOR HE HAS VISITED AND REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE AND
HAS RAISED UP A HORN OF SALVATION FOR US|IN THE HOUSE OF HIS SERVANT DAVID, AS HE
SPOKE BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS FROM OF OLD, THAT WE SHOULD BE SAVED
FROM OUR ENEMIES AND FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO HATE US; TO SHOW THE MERGY
PROMISED TO OUR FATHERS AND TO REMEMBER HIS HOLY GOVENANT, THE OATH THAT HE

'SWORE TO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, TO GRANT US THAT WE, BEING DELIVERED FROM THE HAND

OF OUR ENEMIES, MIGHT SERVE HIM WITHOUT FEAR, IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE
HIM ALL OUR DAYS. AND YOU, GHILD, WILL BE GALLED THE PROPHET OF THE MOST HIGH; FOR

- WHEREBY THE SUNRISE SHALL VISIT US FROM ON HIGH TO GIVE LIGHT TO THOSE WHO SIT
IN DARKNESS AND IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH, TO GUIDE OUR FEET INTO THE WAY OF PEAGE."

LUKE 1:68-79

When Zechariah could speak again, he praised God for His faithful care of His chosen people!

He knew God was fulfilling His promises to Abraham and David.

As the years passed, John grew up. The Bible describes him as a man who came from the
wilderness and preached about a coming Savior. He wore clothes made from camel hair and
ate wild honey and bugs called locusts! What an interesting man!

God chose John to go throughout Israel, preparing people for the coming Savior. John told
them Someone was coming who was mightier than him. In fact, He was so mighty that John
wasn’t even worthy to untie His sandals! John told the people to get ready and repent — to
change their minds and hearts about sin. Then he baptized them with water.

One day, a King worthy of all our praise — Jesus, the Messiah promised from ancient times —
came to the edge of the water and asked John to baptize Him. As Jesus came up out of the
water, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”
(Matthew 3:17) And then, Jesus began His ministry on Earth, loving, serving and teaching
those around Him about our Great God and His great salvation.
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% MORE TO EXPLORE

GOD’S BIG STORY

EVERYTHING
GOD CREATED v
WAS GOOD.

% +

This week’s story comes
from the book of Luke.
Luke is the third of four
books known as the
Gospels. The author of this
book is a man named
Luke, a physician. It was
written so all would know
that Jesus came to seek
and to save the lost.

Absolutely. In fact, God calls us
to do so. Matthew 28:18-20 is
known as the Great
Commission. Jesus tells His
followers to go into the world
and share the news about Him
and salvation. As a follower of
Jesus, His good news is
something we shouldn’t keep
to ourselves.

RESTORATION

ADAM & EVE SINNED, THOUGH ALL OF

AND SIN PASSED TO US ARE SINNERS, JESUS WILL

ALL PEOPLE, EVEN CHRIST DIED COME AGAIN.

YOU AND ME. FOR US.
Did you know the Bible
talks in the Old Testament Baptism is an outward
about John being God’s expression of our belief in
chosen messenger? Let’s Jesus. Jesus provided an

. . example of being baptized

read this prophecy in to us in Matthew chapter 3.
Isaiah 40:3-5. Jesus was sinless and He still

. . . chose to be baptized.
* How did John fulfill this s o e e BT

prophecy? (Hint: What our sins, nor does it save us.

message did he share?) Instead, it shows others we

have chosen to accept Jesus
L]
How canyoubea as our Savior. In Matthew

messenger like John and 28:18-20 Jesus commands
share the news about His followers to spread the
Jesus with your friends Gospel and baptize those
. who become saved.
and family?
N
Check out Mark 1:1-11t

Read Mark 1:1-11 and e
Matth 3:13-17 learn more about Isaiah’s

att eVY L prophecy about John and
!.')raw a picture in your the baptism of Jesus. Share
journal of what you something you learned with
read. a friend or family member.
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Share with your child a time God used the angel
you told someone about Gabriel to deliver an

’AND YOUI GH”'DI Jesus. Maybe you told them important message about
WII_L BE GALLED what Jesus did in your life or s ehosen imesseneg e
maybe you shared the :
THE PROPHET OF Gospel with them. Tell your ufggzoﬁfaw!dpgfﬁ;?f;
hild about i . i f . Gath
THE MOST HIGH; FE SROR YRR T cotton balls, white feathers
hite glitter. Hel
FOR YOU WILL GO I it
i ith f
BEF ORE THE LORD m:sgesi\t,\gmsc;?’ilc::rr;ct);eo
TO PREPARE HIS

something that will remind

Help your child them of Gabriel, who
WAYS & learn their verse delivered the news about
. by watching this God'’s chosen messenger.

week's Memory
Melody video!

LUKE 1:76

WHO PREPARED THE WAY

John the Baptist ate a diet of

PLEASE GIVE ME THE

FOR JESUS GHRIST? wild honey and locust! Locust
gEABROlI:g RI%RH$(ISI:J r;g 10 isn’t a popular grocery store

item, but honey is! Take your

A GHOSEN MESSENGER. JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS. child to the grocery store and

help them pick out honey and

COURAGE TO TELL OTHER bread. Make a snack out of the
PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS. items and talk about how John
\\ THANK YOU FOR SENDING the Baptist impacted people
- A GHOSEN MESSENGER TO by sharing the good news
PREPARE THE WAY FOR about Jesus.

YOUR SON, JESUS. AMEN.

This week's verse is | f
found in the book of s — Listen to this
Luke. Help your child I playlist to praise
find the book of Luke. Is nink ota message you can God for our
this book in the OId give your child to share with ;

15 orerels i ks ©f someone else! It can be silly SaV|.or, Jesus
many chapters are experience to help them SGAN HERE TO LISTEN

? h

there? “m”e‘i‘:f:gr;? - ea; a WHEREVER YOU ARE!
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"AND YOU, GHILD, WILL BE
GALLED THE PROPHET OF
THE MOST HIGH; FOR YOU

WILL GO BEFORE THE LORD

TO PREPARE HIS WAYS."

(LUKE 1:76)
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