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BEFORE
YOU BEGIN

A FEW MOMENTS TO PREPARE.

¢ THESE I6ONS T0 igzp ),

. TALK TOGETHER

Family conversations
with God's Word.

* MORE TO EXPLORE

Answers to kids’ questions.

* THRU-THE-WEEK SHEET

Post it on the fridge.
Use it all week.

GOLORING PAGE

Keep little hands busy
before, during and after your
family conversation.

WHO KNOWS YOU BEST? Do they

know your favorite color? The food you like
to eat? The things that make you happy and
sad? How did they get to know you so well?

When Paul became a follower of Jesus, he wanted to learn
more about Jesus. It didn’t matter what he needed to give up
or what hard times he faced. Paul loved Jesus and wanted to
live a life that showed others how great Jesus was. Paul
wanted to know and become more like Jesus. In fact, Paul
told his friends in Philippi that knowing Christ was like
running a race! Let’s read about it

'

in Philippians chapter 3,
verses 7-14. (Older
children can read all of
Philippians 3 this week!)
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BUT WHATEVER GAIN | HAD, | GOUNTED AS LOSS FOR THE SAKE OF GHRIST. INDEED, | GOUNT
EVERYTHING AS LOSS BEGAUSE OF THE SURPASSING WORTH OF KNOWING GHRIST JESUS MY LORD.
FOR HIS SAKE | HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS AND GOUNT THEM AS RUBBISH, IN ORDER
THAT | MAY GAIN GHRIST AND BE FOUND IN HIM, NOT HAVING A RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MY OWN THAT
GOMES FROM THE LAW, BUT THAT WHIGH GOMES THROUGH FAITH IN GHRIST, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS
FROM GOD THAT DEPENDS ON FAITH — THAT | MAY KNOW HIM AND THE POWER OF HIS
RESURREGTION, AND MAY SHARE HIS SUFFERINGS, BEGOMING LIKE HIM IN HIS DEATH, THAT BY ANY
MEANS POSSIBLE | MAY ATTAIN THE RESURREGTION FROM THE DEAD. NOT THAT | HAVE ALREADY
OBTAINED THIS OR AM ALREADY PERFEGT, BUT | PRESS ON TO MAKE IT MY OWN, BEGAUSE GHRIST
JESUS HAS MADE ME HIS OWN. BROTHERS, | DO NOT GONSIDER THAT | HAVE MADE IT MY OWN. BUT
ONE THING | DO: FORGETTING WHAT LIES BEHIND AND STRAINING FORWARD TO WHAT LIES AHEAD, |
PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL FOR THE PRIZE OF THE UPWARD GALL Of GOD IN GHRIST JESUS.

PHILIPPIANS 3:7-14

When you run in a race, you move fast and focus on the
finish line. Paul told the Philippians to get up every day
and . When you win this race, you don't
get a ribbon; you receive the prize of knowing, loving
and serving Jesus. The more we know Jesus, the more
we can rejoice!

But Paul didn’t want to be the only one to know Jesus;
he wanted everyone to know Jesus as their Savior! Paul
devoted his life to telling others about the gift of

salvation Jesus gives to everyone who trusts in Him. Even
when it put Paul in danger, he invited others to join him
in running the race to know, love and serve Jesus. Paul /
even told people about Jesus when he was in prison! /
Let’s read about it in Acts chapter 16, verses 25-31.

TALK TOGETHER * MORE TO EXPLORE THRU-THE-WEEK SHEET GOLORING PAGE
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ABOUT MIDNIGHT PAUL AND SILAS WERE PRAYING AND
SINGING HYMNS TO GOD, AND THE PRISONERS WERE
LISTENING TO THEM, AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS A
GREAT EARTHQUAKE, SO THAT THE FOUNDATIONS OF
THE PRISON WERE SHAKEN. AND IMMEDIATELY ALL THE
DOORS WERE OPENED, AND EVERYONE'S BONDS WERE
UNFASTENED. WHEN THE JAILER WOKE AND SAW THAT
THE PRISON DOORS WERE OPEN, HE DREW HIS SWORD
AND WAS ABOUT TO KILL HIMSELF, SUPPOSING THAT
THE PRISONERS HAD ESGAPED. BUT PAUL GRIED WITH A
LoUD VOIGE, DO NOT HARM YOURSELF, FOR WE ARE
ALL HERE." AND THE JAILER CALLED FOR LIGHTS AND
RUSHED IN, AND TREMBLING WITH FEAR HE FELL DOWN
BEFORE PAUL AND SILAS. THEN HE BROUGHT THEM oUT
AND SAID, "SIRS, WHAT MUST | DO TO BE SAVED?* AND
THEY SAID, "BELIEVE IN THE LORD JESUS, AND YOU
WILL BE SAVED, YOU AND YOUR HOUSEHOLD."

AGTS 16:25-31

, Paul and his friend Silas knew they could rejoice and worship
God! When God miraculously opened the prison doors, Paul and Silas didn’t run away.
Instead, they stayed and told the jailer how he could be saved! Paul and Silas knew the race
they were running wasn’t to win earthly comfort or freedom. Rather, their goal was to
and help others learn more about Him. Because of Paul and Silas’s faithfulness, the
jailer and his entire household believed in Jesus. Now they could rejoice too!

END OF TALK TOGETHER

TALK TOGETHER * MORE TO EXPLORE THRU-THE-WEEK SHEET GOLORING PAGE



* MORE TO EXPLORE

WAS PAUL LITERALLY ?
Paul may have run races in his lifetime, but
that’s not what he was referring to when he
mentions a goal and prize. Instead, he was
describing how we followers of Jesus should
approach life. Every day we should try to be
more like Christ — which is possible only
with His help — and focus on our ultimate

destination, heaven.

DOES GOD EXPECT ME TO BE

?
It's easy to confuse happiness with joy. While
we will not always feel happy, we can always
choose joy because as Christians, the joy we
experience is found in Jesus and the fact that
He has saved us. (Philippians 4:4) You may
not feel happy during hard times; but with
God'’s help you can choose to focus on Him
and express joy. You can also remember that
one day all wrongs will be made right.

TALK TOGETHER * MORE TO EXPLORE THRU-THE-WEEK SHEET
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HOW DO | BECOME ?

There are a couple of ways we can actively
pursue lives that reflect Jesus. First, we can pray
and ask God to help us! We can also read His
Word (2 Timothy 3:15), memorize His Word
(Psalm 119:11), talk with Him (1 Thessalonians
5:16-18) and follow the example of godly
Christians (Philippians 3:17).

GOLORING PAGE
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| PRESS ON TOWARD
THE GOAL FOR THE

PRIZE Of THE
UPWARD GALL OF GOD
IN GHRIST JESUS.

PHILIPPIANS 3:14

HOW GAN | RESPOND TO
KNOWING GHRIST?

REJOIGE!
————

SHARE Q

Spend time sharing ways your
family can run the race of
knowing Christ better.

PRAY 02"

DEAR GOD, PLEASE GUIDE OUR
STEPS TODAY AND HELP OUR
LIVES SHOW OTHERS HOW

MUGH WE LOVE YOU.

When Paul and Silas were in
prison they sang songs and
worshiped God. Pick out one
or two favorite songs your
family can sing as Paul and
Silas did.

2

Set up a series of relay
races to run with your
children. You could have
a three-legged race, a
wheelbarrow race or

WATCH @

Look up a video of a
race and show it to your
children. Watch how
fast the contestants
move toward the finish
line. Encourage your
children to run toward
the goal of knowing
Christ better each day.

whatever sounds fun! Be
sure to set up a finish
line. Remind your
children that just like we
run toward the finish line,
we should run toward
knowing Christ better!

SGAN HERE TO LISTEN
WHEREVER YOU ARE!

30

Ask your older kids to read
Acts 16:16-24 to learn [=]
more about the unjust
circumstances that led to
Paul and Silas being
thrown in prison.

Listen to this playlist throughout the
series to rejoice!



| PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL
FOR THE PRIZE OF THE UPWARD
GALL OF GOD IN GHRIST JESUS.

PHILIPPIANS 3:14

HOW GAN | RESPOND TO
KNOWING GHRIST?

REJOIGE!
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